
Ealing Abbey Parish   out there  
in the World Wibe Web  

YouTube - 399 subscribers  
Facebook - 379 people follow the page  
eNews - 343 subscribers  
Website - 1,900 unique visitors in the past 28 days.  
Live Streaming - 9,286 unique viewers in the past 28 days (6,000 from the UK).  

A year on from when it all began!  Can we do better? Yes!  Can we improve on that?  Yes! 
Can we reach out further and bring the Gospel Message to our Community in Ealing and 

the wider World!  Yes, we can and we need your help to do it!  So, let’s get cracking!  

Dear Parishioners,  
The Schools are back!  Colleges and Universities’ new term and academic year has 
kicked off too! Half Term is already upon us.  Hopefully with a more settled and 
personal contact student campus experience not experienced properly since March 
2020.  In October people are usually settled in their new routine, parents into the 
rhythm of all the co-curricular activities and the necessary transport to and from 
events.  The constant busy-ness of it all!  We’re still adjusting, living with and 
wondering how the future will turn out!  

We’ve had a lot of upheaval too in the Parish and monastery life.  The departure to 
their eternal rewards of a number of very active and key members of our parish 
community in the last few months, not to mention the passing of three of our monks 
since June.  The upheaval and unsettledness that emerges as a result is something I 
suspect we are all experiencing in some shape or form at the moment.  Covid-19 is still 
with us and infection rates are still high.   

But what is so important is that the Church is open all day now and we can come 
together and celebrate the Eucharist and receive Holy Communion.  Music and singing 
are slowly re-emerging again.  All of this helps us be together and to be united in our 
shared Faith.   Some are still nervous about being in places where there are a lot 
people and the Live Streaming from the Abbey Church helps keep them still 
participating and connected with our Faith Community her at Ealing Abbey.  
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The Monastic Community continues to keep you all in our prayers.  I hope and pray 
that, together with your families, you are all keeping well and safe.  You remain in our 
prayers. As always, if you know of anyone who needs more support, please get in 
contact with the Parish Office, so we can try and help!  You can do this by -  
Telephone: our number is 020 8194 2301;  
Email: parishoffice@ealingabbey.org.uk;   
Parish Website: www.ealingabbeyparish.uk .  
Parish Facebook page “St Benedict’s Catholic Parish Ealing”. 

In October 2019 I began our reporting and updating you of the Parish Finances.  The 
intention was to make this a regular and consistent update each year.  In November 
2020 I gave a broad summary of all that had been going on during the Lockdown and 
all the catching up we had to do.  In February this year (2021) we had our audited 
Parish Financial Report.  Now in October 2021 I want to review what has been put in 
place and talk about how we need to continue with it and work to ensure that we can 
afford to pay for what we have set up and invested in and move forward in supporting, 
nurturing and developing the evangelisation ministry of Ealing Abbey Parish.  

I want to begin as always by thanking all parishioners who continue to be so incredibly 
supportive of Ealing Abbey Parish over so many years.  Thank you to all of you for 
being so supportive and giving so generously financially.  I would also like to thank 
those of you who have recently started contributing to the Parish.   
Your contribution enables us to continue to support the vibrant sacramental and 
pastoral life that we have as a Parish.    We greatly appreciate your generosity and 
thoughtfulness in sharing what you have with the parish.   

As you know the Parish Finance Committee (PFC) continues to meet 3 times a year with 
the Parish Priest to review the parish finances and identify areas that need attention.  
As mentioned already the Parish Finance Committee is concerned about the state of 
the parish finances.  The coronavirus pandemic and the result of 2 lockdowns, like for 
every family, employee and business is having a negative impact on our finances.  The 
Parish is not currently generating enough income to support the day-to-day running 
costs of the parish and this remains a major concern and worry.    Unfortunately, the 
Parish Reserves are failing to cover the shortfall. 

We are putting the final touches to our plan and strategy for ensuring that our income 
meets the ongoing costs of running the parish now and for 2023 and beyond.   But we 
need your help and support through prayer, financial support and professional 
expertise.  If you think there is some way that you could contribute or want to 
discuss this further, we need it now more than ever!  Please do contact me by email 
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parishoffice@ealingabbey.org.uk or phone 020 8194 2301 or through  the Parish 
website.  We need your support, expertise, and prayers to enable Ealing Abbey Parish 
can continue to afford the changes we’ve made and continue to build on being the 
vibrant, lively and active parish community that we are.  

That being said, I would like to update you and expand on the 4 important issues.  We 
need to keep going, not just maintaining, but keep responding to the ever changing 
needs of people.  The message of the Gospel must reach those who are hungry to know 
and discover who Jesus is and be part of an inclusive community, rooted and 
committed to the bring the kingdom of God here on earth!  

1. The Parish Website (Since August 2020) & Donating to the Parish - 
Two portals  -  at  the  back of  the  Church and at the  Bookshop 
Porch – (Since October 2020). 

2.Live streaming of  Masses – (Since September 2020); 
3. Parish Catechetical Coordinator  (Full-time)
4.Parish Secretary (full-time)

1. The Parish Website–(www.ealingabbeyparish.uk) Since August 2020;
I want to begin by acknowledging and saying a Big thank you to with the expertise, 
work and help of a number of parishioners who helped with the design, images, 
expertise and constructive feedback of setting up the Website and continue to do so.  
Their contribution was pivotal and valued enormously! 

I still can’t believe just how far we have come in our Parish On-Line presence in such a 
short time and what an amazing asset and fundamental core communication tool it has 
proved to be.   In having the website our goal was to enable us to post up-to-date 
information about Parish masses, the changes in opening times etc and events clearly 
and efficiently.  I hope you agree that the Parish Website (www.ealingabbeyparish.uk) 
is now a very good and meaningful tool for the parish to communicate what’s happening 
and for parishioners and others to access and meet their day-to-day spiritual and 
practical needs.  But in all of that I realise that we’ve only just begun and we need to 
keep building on that, improving and developing this amazing communication tool! 
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The faster browser speed, a monthly charge of £20, is being funded by a very 
generous parishioner, who has paid £720 in total which brings us up to August 2023.  
A Big thank you! This has meant that those who log onto the new website won’t get 
frustrated and give up by the length of time it takes load a page or to download an 
item of interest. 

Donating to the Parish & other Causes:  We have made it easier and clearer to make the 

donations you want: to the Parish itself; a Second Collection; Youth work; Baptisms; 
Weddings, Funerals or a particular fundraising event such as St Joseph’s Statue 
Restoration or our annual Lenten Appeal.  This can all be done on the Parish Website.  
There is also a provision to easily register Gift Aid.   

The 2 Donation Portals at the Back of the Church & at Bookshop Porch have also made a 

huge difference in helping people donate easily to the Parish in a world where fewer 
people now carry cash.  It is a great improvement, and is essential as we move 
forward. There is a monthly charge of £55 for each portal. 

2.Live Streaming – Since September 2020
The Live Streaming came into operation in September 2020 and is fundamental to our 
parish outreach and mission. It is a considerable and worthwhile investment for the 
future.  There is a £110.70 monthly charge.  This cost is being funded by charging 
for the Live Streaming of funerals and weddings .  This is standard practice.  It also 
ensures that the Parish is not burdened by the additional expense. So far this cover 
the cost.  There is a higher tariff for £73 more a month (£183.70) which would 
enable us to Live Stream from the Newman Chapel &  The Parish Hall for Sunday 
10.15am Mass or other meetings in the hall,  as well as being able to Live Stream 
events outside, for example at the Church Steps for the lighting of the Paschal Fire 
at the Easter Vigil or other Liturgies that may begin or be outside.  We are still 
exploring this.  It would be a considerable extra cost, but very good for our Parish 
evangelisation.  What do you think?

3. Parish Catechetical Coordinator  (Full-time)
In September 2018 The Parish Team appointed a new Catechetical Coordinator, Daniel 

Ferguson.  With the financial Support of Ealing Abbey Trust, the Parish was able to 

increase the hours of the post from 20 to 30 hours.  This incorporated the 
coordination of the First Holy Communion programme, previously carried out by a 
volunteer.  
In January 2020 we added another 5 hours making the position full-time.  These extra 
hours were specifically to focus on a new Parish Website and the Online presence of 
the Parish.  This enabled us to have the website we now have.  
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We had a lot of catching up to do.  But being able to offer 30 hours and then make 
the post full-time, we were able to attract and make the post financially viable to 
someone who could devote themselves completely to the varied tasks of the post.  The 
Parish has been blessed and graced by Daniel’s work ethic, his enthusiasm and 
devotedness to Catholic evangelisation in all its forms. Daniel has made the role of 
Catechetical Coordinator his own and developed and expanded it and by so doing, he 
has placed it at the heart of our Parish life and outreach.   Our First Holy Communion, 
Confirmation and RCIA programmes have both blossomed and grown through using the 
Parish Website, the Parish YouTube Channel, Zoom meetings and Facebook page.   
Both candidates and parents are engaged like never before. 

What else is the role of Catechetical Coordinator doing? As well as the ongoing 
management and development of the Parish Website.  Daniel is working with Krysia, 
our Parish Pastoral Coordinator who produces the Parish Bulletin (hardcopy), and 
Daniel the E-Newsletter. 

The Full-time role of Parish Catechetical Coordinator is fundamental to the future 
ongoing life of Parish Catechesis and its outreach to those on the margins.  We would 
not be where we are without it and we will not be able to maintain, grow and develop 
even further Parish evangelisation and outreach without it.    
But the Parish Income needs to support this cost and the other basic costs of running 
the Parish  

4.Parish Secretary  (Full-time)
In January 2019 we increased the hours of the Parish Secretary, Maggi Curtin, to full 

time.  This was again enabled through the support of Ealing Abbey Trust.   
The demands on the Parish Office are constant and ever increasing.  The Office is 
open weekday mornings until 12.30pm.  The afternoon is then devoted to responding to 
emails, managing bookings, filing etc. Safeguarding continues to be a priority for the 
Parish.  5 of these hours are allocated to support the administration aspects of 
safeguarding, but in reality far more hours have been spent in supporting our 3 
volunteer Parish Safeguarding Representatives in the extensive paperwork and 
important administrative aspects as regards the processing of DBS applications in 
particular. 

Again, this role and the time given is pivotal to the ongoing goal of keeping the Parish 
safe for everyone and keeping Safeguarding in the Parish a top priority, ensuring 
vigilance at all times.  This ensures that our 3 volunteer Parish Safeguarding 
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Representatives get the necessary support and help they need to carry out their 
incredible task.  The Parish is very grateful and thanks them for their time and 
expertise. 
On Saturday, 9th October we had Safeguarding Training for our Catechists. It was 
attended by the 2 representatives from Westminster Diocese. Thank you to Maggi, 
Daniel, Jim Welsh, Makalita Kautoke and Susanne Nunn for all the planning, 
preparation and leading the training.  It was a great success.  

As you can see, we are very busy and there is a lot of new things happening.  I haven’t 
mentioned the Parish ongoing Pastoral Care.  I hope you can see that we are investing 
now and for the future wisely for our Catholic community, to be a positive presence in 
Ealing in bringing the Catholic faith to our community. 
All of this is enabling us to move forward as a modern, safe, outward and forward-
looking safe 21st Century Parish.  As a result, the Parish is in a better position to face 
the significant challenge of balancing our books.  We continue to be blessed and 
graced by the financial support of a number of individuals who have enabled such 
fundamental additional improvements to occur without putting further pressure on the 
already burdened day-to-day expenses of the Parish. 
I would like to thank the members of the Parish Finance Committee for their 
continued commitment and dedication in the giving of their time and expertise to 
support the effective financial administrative running of the parish.   
I would also like to thank Sharon Daly, Lay Bursar for Ealing Abbey Trust, for the 
support, dedication and professionalism that she always gives to the Parish.   She 
prepares the Parish Financial Report and updates and answers questions that the 
Parish Finance Committee. 

My grateful thanks Geraldine Nelson who runs the Ealing Abbey Trust Finance Office 
for her dedication and diligence in looking after the Parish finances over so many 
years.  The Parish is very grateful to them both for their hard work and commitment. 
  
Radek Melnyk, our Monastery Site Estates Manager continues to work incredibly work 
to the ongoing maintenance, cleaning and upkeep of Church and Parish Centre.  There 
are a number of emerging building repairs that we will also need to address in the 
coming years. We continue to pay for the Church to be sanitised for 2 hours every day 
at a cost of £24.00 per day (£12ph).  I am also very grateful to the Parishioners who 
volunteer after 9am and 10.30am masses on Sunday.   

As we move into a new decade and a new era in parish life, we face a lot of challenges.  
The cost of running the parish and not only maintaining the services we are currently 
providing, but also managing the future requires more and more financial resources 
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too.  If you are not already contributing to the Parish, please consider doing so.  We 
can only maintain what we have put in place and never mind keep growing, if we have 
the financial means to do so. 

We have such a vibrant and active parish community and parish life. 
Thank you all for the contributions you make.  May the Lord continue to bless you all, 
guide and protect you and keep you safe and always in his care! 

Yours in Christ,  
Fr Ambrose OSB, Parish Priest, 
 24th October 2021  
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